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Star Slaft Wriler

Fart Onc of Flelcher Kno-

= bel's “Vanished” was intrigu-
ing’ enough last night to maks

. at Ieast one viewer almos! for-
get that other show on closed
- cireuit IV, (Forgetiing Carlon
Brando’s Mutlny was easy.)

Knebel’s best selling novel,

¢if you 1nissed it a fewye(ua
back, was about the disap-
poaxance of a close friend of
the president and was well
stockedt with Washington at-
‘mosphere and charactors, and
the NBC-4 made-for I'V movie
i is making the most of both,

T Part Cne got us up to the

;“ point when the President’s
- press  seeretary, pla)ed by
P James Farentino, is wonder-
ing whether his boss has
“eracked up. Of course, there
was much to snicker at from a
| Washinglon pevspactive; for
openers, the fact that the
‘press sccretary’s roommate
was an FBI agent (Robert
Hooks")

But some of the White IYousc
scenes worked very well and
the piquent casling was a big
help.

Robert Young,
senator, Ayestern elag horn
style, Yichard W 1dmm\ as the
president, and Kleanor Parker
as the dlstraudlt wife, were
excellent, Othels h'fe Bill
Shatner as a noisy’ reporier,
were less foriunate in thﬂxr
roles. .

~, Ironically, one of the raiss-

“ing scientists in the show has

B a name that sounds a little -
Bl hl\c Kissinger.

~ Nothing ﬁelpa move, ho vev-

. er, in the telling of a multi-

~.character melodrama than a

as a wily
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Cbrisk pace, Yo.l can foxgci a
lat of qucstions, like why the
press secretary didi't follow
up his phom call to the miss-
ing man's wife, just tlymg to
kc..p up with w hat's § going oa
Part two tonjght.
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